
Kurzbeschreibung des Projekts: 
Ten years after its inception, the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) has fallen short 
of accomplishing its mission. The war in Ukraine and the rising tensions with Russia have 
made a re-assessment of the ENP both more urgent and more challenging. EU-STRAT will 
address two questions: First, why has the EU fallen short of creating peace, prosperity 
and stability in its Eastern neighbourhood? Second, what can be done to strengthen the 
EU’s transformative power in supporting political and economic change in the six Eastern 
Partnership (EaP) countries? 

Adopting an inside-out perspective on the challenges of transformation the EaP coun-
tries and the EU face, EU-STRAT will
• develop a conceptual framework for the varieties of social orders in EaP countries to 
explain the propensity of domestic actors to engage in change;
• investigate how bilateral, regional and global interdependencies shape the scope of 
action and the preferences of domestic actors in the EaP countries;
• de-centre the EU by studying the role of selected member states and other external 
actors active in the region;
• evaluate the effectiveness of the Association Agreements and alternative EU instru-
ments, including scientific cooperation, in supporting change in the EaP countries;
• analyse normative discourses used by the EU and Russia to enhance their influence over 
the shared neighbourhood.
• formulate policy recommendations to strengthen the EU’s capacity to support change 
in the EaP countries by advancing different scenarios for developmental pathways.

EU-STRAT features an eleven-partner consortium including six universities, three think-
tanks, one civil society organization and one consultancy. This consortium will achieve 
the research and policy relevant objectives of the project by bringing together various 
disciplinary perspectives and methodologies and strengthening links with academics 
and policy makers across six EU member states, Switzerland and three of the EaP coun-
tries.
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