SIC

Social Innovation Community

Kurzbeschreibung des Projekts:
Developing an enabling environment for social innovation that links actions across the
whole field and supports the full exploitation of their potential is vital to addressing
societal challenges both in Europe and globally. While there is increasing interest for
social innovation as a means of addressing societal challenges, there is also considerable
variation in the extent to which different countries and regions have embraced social
innovation. There are many research and policy projects and incubation and acceleration
programmes with valuable outcomes but these are still largely disconnected. Thus, the
overarching aim of this project is to create a ‘network of networks’ of social innovation
actors.
This Social Innovation Community (SIC) will identify, engage and connect actors including researchers, social innovators, citizens, policy-makers, as well as intermediaries,
businesses, civil society organisations and public sector employees. Through our crosscutting Work Packages, we will deliver engagement, research, experimentation, learning
and policy activities that engage with and support each of the networks. We will ensure
that our cross-cutting activities are complementary and build on each other’s work,
rather than operating in silos. As such, this SIC aims to deepen and strengthen existing
networks, forge new connections between networks, and create new links to actors and
networks which hitherto have not been included in the field of social innovation. The
aims of such a community are to generate new social innovations, develop and scale up
successful ideas to share and spread knowledge more effectively in order to improve
research, practice and policy-making.
By creating an enabling environment for social innovation, the project will improve the
overall framework conditions for social innovation in Europe. This in turn will support the
creation of opportunities for growth and for overcoming the current social and economic
crisis affecting much of Europe.
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