THIRD SECTOR IMPACT
The Contribution of the Third Sector to Europe‘s Socio-economic Development

Kurzbeschreibung des Projektes:
The main objective of the proposed research project is to create knowledge that will
further advance the contributions that the third sector and volunteering can make to the
socio-economic development of Europe. These unique ‘renewable resources’ for social
and economic problem-solving and civic engagement in Europe are needed more than
ever at this time of social and economic distress and enormous pressures on governmental budgets—not as an alternative to government but as a full-fledged partner in
the effort to promote European progress. To take full advantage of this resource we need
a clearer understanding of the third sector’s scope and scale, its existing and potential
impacts, and the barriers to its full contributions to the continent’s common welfare.
Building on our previous work, this project seeks to:
1) Clarify the concept of the third sector in its European manifestations;
2) Identify the major contours of the sector so defined—its size, structure, composition,
sources of support, and recent trends;
3) Identify the impacts of this sector, its contributions to European economic development, innovation, citizen well-being, civic engagement, and human development, and to
create capabilities to measure these contributions into the future;
4) Identify barriers both internal to organizations and external to them and suggest ways
these barriers might be overcome; and
5) Forge a partnership between the research community and European Third Sector
practitioners so that the understanding of the Third Sector generated by this work
remains grounded in reality and enjoy sufficient support among key stakeholders to
ensure respectful attention from policy makers and sector leaders long after the project
is completed.
By drawing on the combined strengths of the academic community, government, and
the third sector itself. As such, the proposal provides a solid embodiment of the FP7 theme of “science in society,” of generating knowledge to advance the quality of life.
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